
Meeting Minutes for

Rico Fire Protection District

Regular Meeting: September 15th, 2025

The regular Rico Fire Protection District Meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Chair Tyler Lapp. 
Roll Call: RFPD Board members Sarah Eckles, Tyler Lapp and Paul Ruud. Gregg Anderson and Maria Casanova were absent due to travel.
Guests Present: RVFD Fire Chief Todd Jones, RFPD Administrator David Kunz.
Approval of Agenda: Paul Ruud moved to approve the agenda as written; Sarah Eckles seconded the motion. Approval was unanimous. 
Approval of Minutes:  Sarah Eckles moved to approve the minutes for the August 18th meeting as written; Tyler Lapp seconded the motion. Approval was unanimous. 

Public Comment: No public comment. 

Approval of Financial Report, Accounts Payable and Pension Checks:  Sarah Eckles moved to approve the financial report and pay the bills plus pension checks; Paul Ruud seconded the motion. Approval was unanimous. 
Administrative Report:  Kunz reported that the preliminary valuation would raise RFPD's assessed value from 9.261 million to 10.820 million, resulting in an increase of mill levy value from $110,843 in FY 2025 to $129,488 in FY 2026. Kunz also plans to apply for this year's Telluride Foundation Community grant towards the training budget (see below).
Grants (awarded): 
SMPA Community Focus Grant: Request for $20,000 for the light rescue truck; awarded $2,000; an additional $2,000 was received from Basin Electric. Kunz has notified SMPA contact MartyJo Davis that the Light Rescue may not be fulfilled until 2025. 
Rico Center 2025: $75,000 request for light rescue truck. Awarded. Closeout: October 30, with extension of funds possible until EOY 2025.
Grants (potential):
Telluride Foundation FY 2026 (Community): planned request for $5,000.00 in training funds. Due 9/27/2025.

Telluride Foundation FY 2027 (Capital): planned request for $35k towards rescue truck. Due date TBD.
Fire Chief Report: (Fire Chief Todd Jones)
Runs:  (7) calls: motorcycle MVC; (2) medical calls for chest pain; (4) smoke reports. 
Training: Trauma conference scheduled in October at SWMH
Equipment: No further problems.
Old Business:
Light Rescue Truck Project: Chief Jones is looking at used trucks. Rescues equipped with pump units and tanks appear to be more available and affordable than “dry” rescues. Kunz reminded the Board that the Rico Center funding of $75,000 will require some sign of progress. 
 Memorandum of Understanding with Town of Rico for the Transfer of Lots to RFPD: The Board had no further comments or changes to the proposed terms of the MOU.
Proposed new Fire Station Construction and Financing: Comment made to have Thomas Bulk (architect and RVFD member) work on a revised design for the building. 
New Business: 
Colorado Cancer Trust: Kunz stated that he had dug further into the issue to confirm if participation in the Trust is required for volunteer departments. He will attempt to confirm before the October meeting. 
The next regular RFPD meeting is scheduled for  October 20th,, 2025.
A motion to adjourn was made by Sarah Eckles at 7:43 PM.;  seconded by Paul Ruud. Approval was unanimous. 
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