
Meeting Minutes for

Rico Fire Protection District

Regular Meeting: August 18th, 2025

The regular Rico Fire Protection District Meeting was called to order at 7:11 p.m. by Chair Tyler Lapp. 
Roll Call: RFPD Board members Gregg Anderson,  Maria Casanova and Tyler Lapp. Sarah Eckles was absent due to travel. Paul Ruud was absent.
Guests Present: RVFD Fire Chief Todd Jones, RFPD Administrator David Kunz, Allyn Svoboda.
Approval of Agenda: Gregg Anderson moved to approve the agenda as written; Maria Casanova seconded the motion. Approval was unanimous. 
Approval of Minutes:  Maria Casanova moved to approve the minutes for the July 21st meeting as written; Gregg Anderson seconded the motion. Approval was unanimous, with Tyler Lapp abstaining. 

Public Comment: Allyn Svoboda discussed a proposal from San Miguel Power (Terry Schuyler), looking for a location to place a backup power source for the Town of Rico. The project would require a 35' x 70' footprint to house a storage and control unit which could supply the town's electrical needs for several hours during a power outage. DOLA funding for the community resiliency would require breaking ground by the end of the year. RFPD Board members did not commit the square footage towards the project due to the planned fire station expansion. 

Approval of Financial Report, Accounts Payable:  Kunz added an additional bill from Graf Diesel ($450) for the diagnosis/repair of no-start issue with Fire 928. Gregg Anderson moved to approve the financial report and pay the bills plus Graf Diesel; Maria Casanova seconded the motion. Approval was unanimous. 
Administrative Report:  Kunz stated that he has been working through Federal compliance issues to ensure District reimbursement for expenses related to the Stoner Mesa fire, including the community meeting held at the Rico FS on August 12. 
Grants (awarded): 
SMPA Community Focus Grant: Request for $20,000 for the light rescue truck; awarded $2,000; an additional $2,000 was received from Basin Electric. Kunz has notified SMPA contact MartyJo Davis that the Light Rescue may not be fulfilled until 2025. 
Rico Center 2025: $75,000 request for light rescue truck. Awarded. Closeout: September 30, with extension of funds possible until EOY 2025.
Grants (potential):
Telluride Foundation FY 2026 (Community): planned request for $7,000.00 in training funds. Due 9/27/2025.

Telluride Foundation FY 2027 (Capital): planned request for $35k towards rescue truck. Due date TBD.
Fire Chief Report: (Fire Chief Todd Jones)
Runs:  (12) calls: 4 MVC's; (4) medical calls; (4) fire calls. 
Training: In-house. 11 members of RFPD attended the Tri-State Convention and brought home the 6-man trophy. DOCO SAR will pay for SARCON in August: Pat Fallon, Benn Vernadakis, Sarah Eckles and Matt Guertin may attend.
Equipment: 800 Mhz radios were reprogrammed: (3) are obsolete/unprogrammable; (3) will be sunsetted soon; (2) were not able to be programmed on-site/ reprogramming pending.
Old Business:
Light Rescue Truck Project: RFPD is still looking at used trucks. Rescues equipped with pump units and tanks appear to be more available and affordable than “dry” rescues. 
 Memorandum of Understanding with Town of Rico for the Transfer of Lots to RFPD: Gregg Anderson expressed concern about the Town's legal fees in regards to the transfer, but suggested that the District accept up to $3500 in TOR legal fees to effect the transfer. 
Proposed new Fire Station Construction and Financing:  After the July phone brief from Troy Brenberg, the Board agreed that the drafting of new plans would be the next step towards establishing costs and insured value for the new station. 
New Business: 
Stoner Mesa Fire: considerable resources have come to the region since the fire flared up on August 5th. Containment lines are being constructed with the goal of protecting property and other values by preventing the fire from spreading off of Stoner Mesa. Exposure for Rico seems unlikely at this time due to the lack of fuel east of the current fire line, however, there are concerns that the fire could make an indirect run up the Hwy 145 corridor if it were to spread down Priest Gulch, Burnett Creek, or Wildcat Canyon drainages. USFS teams have planned and extended fire break lines on the west side of the Dolores in the Rico valley. The fire will likely burn until snowfall puts it out. 
The next regular RFPD meeting is scheduled for  September 15th,, 2025.
A motion to adjourn was made by at Gregg Anderson 7:56 PM.;  seconded by Maria Casanova. Approval was unanimous. 
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